
HAWAII BASKETBALL TOUR 

After saying goodbye to our families, 24 boys and three staff members (Mr McLean, Mr Moreira and Mr 
Dimattina) embarked on a nine-hour flight to begin our eleven-day Hawaii Basketball Tour. 

Arriving in Waikiki, we split into the three teams: Freshman, Junior Varsity, and Varsity for the first 
training session. Even though we were tired, the training session was full of energy and excitement 
which set the tone for the tour. After checking into the hotel, we enjoyed a well-earned rest. 

The second day began with breakfast at IHop and was then succeeded by a visit to the Pearl Harbour 
Memorial where we learnt about the events that transpired on 7 December 1941. We were able to look 
at some historical artefacts from the Pearl Harbour attack, and then watched a documentary on the 
events leading up to the attack. The best part was saved for last, when everybody was able to travel 
across in a boat to the Arizona to experience it firsthand. 

Our first game, against Damien Memorial High School, took place on the third day. First up were the 
Freshmen who enjoyed a solid victory, as did the Junior Varsity team. As the crowd grew for the night 
time Varsity game, the immense pressure and sheer pace of the game shocked the team in the first five 
minutes. A much needed time out was pivotal in gaining composure, and we were able to steady out the 
game, but ultimately were unable to chase down Damien. Some highlights of the games included Harry 
Gioulekas’ half-court buzzer beater and Andy Bladeni’s 4-point play. 

The next game was against Mid-Pacific High School where the Freshmen team dominated their 
opponents, winning by 31 points. The Junior Varsity team was also successful, achieving a 9-point 
victory. The signs for Varsity were looking more positive; they lost in a close game by 5 points. 

Filling in time between games, we were able to explore Honolulu through shopping, going to the beach 
for a swim, Mr Moreira’s trivia, and some of us even went to the Rip Curl Pro with Mr Moreira. Max 
Buckley’s controversial purchase of ‘tanning’ sunscreen (SPF 15) turned sour when he left the beach 
with sunburn everywhere. 

After a wonderful first few days in Waikiki, the tour headed to Kona to begin the World Youth Basketball 
Tournament. Our first day involved another training session to adjust to the courts and to ensure we 
were prepared. That night the squad enjoyed a very cultural dinner at Taco Bell. 

The boys were beginning to mix in with the different year levels which increased the camaraderie within 
the group. The tournament began with each team enjoying success and Peter Antonopoulos starting his 
streak of double-doubles. 

Over the next couple of games, all three teams continued their winning ways, with each team being 
undefeated after the first four games. We then went snorkelling in the infamous Turtle Bay – renowned 
for all the turtles, ironically no turtles were spotted. 

That night, we all looked forward to an ‘All You Can Eat’ Chinese buffet not knowing what was to come. 
After almost emptying the restaurant, we headed back for a rather eventful sleep. Around half of the 
boys got a severe case of food poisoning and spent the majority of the night and the next day in the toilet. 
That meant the bus was only half full when we went on the island tour which included visiting a coffee 
plantation, going for a swim and seeing some turtles. 
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