Year 9
CHINA EXPERIENCE

FOREWORD
The China Experience is one of the key pillars of a boy’s time at Trinity. It is designed to give your
son the opportunity to experience a different culture, to sample life in China, and also to build the
confidence that he can adapt and flourish in new and changing environments.
Throughout the Program, your son will build in-depth cultural knowledge of Australia’s largest
trading partner; visit some of the most spectacular sights in China; learn from respected local and
expatriate experts about history, business and commerce; as well as learning to live in community
with other Trinity boys.
This is, without doubt, one of the most extraordinary experiences that your son will take from
Trinity. We look forward to seeing him grow as a person, as a traveller, and indeed as a global
citizen.
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RATIONALE
The world has changed a great deal since the days when world maps were dominated by the British Empire. The United States
of America is no longer the sole player in international politics and business, and Australia’s economic, political and social
integration into Asia has accelerated over the past four decades. The face of Australia has changed dramatically in recent years,
and Asia is now an important part of our identity.
China has arisen as the primary economic and political power in the Asian region, and is Australia’s biggest trading partner by
a considerable margin. As the nature of business and trade conducted between the countries continues to evolve, it would be
remiss of us not to teach our boys about the opportunities available in China.
Our boys need to learn to be internationally minded. As global citizens, they are competing against peers from all over the
world for tertiary education placements and, subsequently, employment. The workforce is becoming increasingly globalised
and mobile, and it is incumbent upon us to ensure our boys develop an international perspective, and an understanding and
appreciation of different cultures and political systems. Through this tour, the boys will learn a great deal about managing
themselves, living in a foreign country, being part of a community, and problem solving.
To be the future leaders and entrepreneurs of our nation, it is important that Trinity boys develop a greater awareness of
Australia’s geographical location and its place in the world. Many will live and work overseas. Almost all will travel. This
program plays a huge role in the formation of young men ready for such challenges. At the very least, they will develop a true
appreciation of the things that make China great, including its rich history.
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THE PROGRAM
In 2018, the China Program will enter its fourth year. Following each trip, a comprehensive review process is
undertaken so as to continue to optimise the experience for the boys and our families. The feedback from all
stakeholders continues to be incredibly positive, and while it is a challenging program, parents have been effusive about
the personal growth, maturity and increased sense of independence they have witnessed in their sons following the trip.
The Program is structured in three distinct stages:

PRE-CHINA
Boys are prepared for the Program at school through formal lessons given by external experts and our own teaching staff, and
are also mentored and guided as to what they can expect from the trip by boys who have participated in previous years.
In addition to the pre-learning, the boys are placed into small Research Groups of three or four students. They are guided
in selecting a Research Topic, which will form an important part of their time on the ground in Beijing. By working on this
group project they learn to collaborate with their peers, discover and appreciate different skillsets and talents, and develop their
capacity to conduct first-hand research. They are challenged to consider how to present their findings to their parents, peers
and staff at one of several China Program dinners that take place after the trip. Finally, some of this time will be used for travel
planning, such as applying for Visas and Passports. Indeed, the Program teaches them a great deal about being a smart traveller.
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IN CHINA
In total, students spend 15 days travelling in and around Beijing. During this time they are based at our partner school, Yuxin,
in a northern suburb of the city. Despite the intensity of the Program, the boys cope well with its busy-ness, and cannot help
but be engaged by the sights and sounds of this extraordinary city.
There are six main components to the Program whilst on the ground in Beijing:
MAJOR SITE VISITS
From The Great Wall, to The Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square and a bullet train ride, the boys are exposed to all of the
Must Do experiences Beijing has to offer.
SMALL GROUP RESEARCH WORK
In their research groups, and chaperoned by a Year 11 or 12 local Yuxin student, the boys will spend two three-hour sessions
carrying out research in the city. At all times during this exercise, boys have access to mobile telephones operating on the local
network and will be able to contact their teachers should the need arise. This activity only takes place during daylight hours.
LESSER SITE VISITS
Beijing is a big city, and it is not possible for every boy to see everything during the Program. In their research groups, and
accompanied by their chaperone, they nominate other places and sites to visit, and subsequently share their experiences with
their peers when they return. This exercise teaches the boys travel planning skills, and develops in them an appreciation of how
diverse and exotic a large city like Beijing can be.
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LESSONS FROM CHINESE TEACHERS AND LOCALS
The boys participate in lessons delivered by local teachers and experts across a range of topics including traditional Chinese art
and culture, Tai Chi and Martial Arts. These lessons develop an appreciation of other systems, beliefs and viewpoints.
MIXING WITH LOCALS
As well as spending time with their chaperones and in lessons, each boy also spends a day with a local host family learning,
about daily life in Beijing. These interactions have proven hugely successful over the years, and the boys are always well
looked after by their host families. Indeed, those boys who are perhaps initially anxious about this element of the Program
are invariably transformed by the experience, and this has become an absolute highlight for the boys who have participated in
previous years.
EXPATRIATE ROLE MODELLING
In their House Groups, boys hear from different expatriates who are living and working in China. These talks cover a range
of topics, from the reasons that brought these individuals to China, to the challenges of living in a foreign country, and even
hearing from spouses or partners about family life away from home. These sessions help develop international mindedness and
an appreciation and understanding of the range of considerations that form part of making such choices.

POST CHINA
The primary focus of the Post-China component of the course is the preparation of the Research Task presentations. Historically,
the dinners have been scheduled as soon as possible after the start of Term 4, with lesson time thereafter devoted to examination
technique and revision.
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ORGANISATIONAL DETAILS
DATES
The China Experience operates in tandem with camps and the community service program, providing boys with an amazingly
diverse set of experiences in Year 9. This period lasts five weeks and usually begins toward the start of Term 3. Students have a
small amount of time in between trips to prepare for their next component, and there are a couple of days when all boys come
back to school to touch base, share their experiences, and exchange tips for their next adventure.
The China Experience operates in House groups. The first four Houses – Arnold, Cowen, Henty and Hindley – travel in the
first two-week block. This is followed by a week’s break, after which the other four Houses – Kent-Hughes, Merritt, Roberts
and Sutton – depart on their trip. The timing of the trips is dependent on the availability of Yuxin’s Boarding House.
The China Program dinners are usually scheduled as soon as possible after the start of Term 4, and invitations for these are sent
out by the end of Term 3. Every boy is expected to present at their allocated dinner.
An Information Night is held during Term 2 to provide specific information about the trips.

COST
The cost of the Program has never been more than $3,000, and includes airfares, admissions, transport and meals. Students are
permitted to bring a small amount of additional funds for souvenirs and gifts if these are within your budget.
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SHANGHAI OPTION
In 2017, the School offered an additional pilot program which took 26 students to Shanghai for a week in between the major
tours. This program will run again in 2018 and has proven extremely popular, with around 55 students already opting to
participate.
Shanghai is considered to be the commercial capital of China, and is the country’s largest city, with a population of around
24 million people. It is a global financial center, a transport hub, and the most cosmopolitan and westernised city within the
People’s Republic of China.
The nature of the Shanghai component is very different from Beijing in that all activities are undertaken in a large group.
Whilst in Shanghai, we stay at another partner school – The Fudan School – at a campus that is west of the city centre. This
tour has two major areas of focus: the economic miracle of modern China and its place in the world; and the water villages
and ancient southern capital of Nanjing.
For 2018, the cost of this optional extra is approximately AUD $1,000.
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SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT
Any travel carries inherent risks, and it is natural for parents to worry about sending their boys overseas. Indeed, for many boys
it can be both their first prolonged time away from home, as well as their first overseas experience. We take our duty of care
very seriously and do all we can to mitigate every foreseeable risk.
Trinity has a comprehensive insurance policy through our broker, Willis Towers Watson. Details of the Policy can be viewed on
MyTGS.
The School is a member of International SOS – the world’s leading medical and travel security assistance organisation. With
offices throughout China, including in Beijing and Shanghai, International SOS provide 24-hour medical advice. They have
access to a network of western practitioners and would, in the event of an emergency, take over the coordination of the
response, including arranging of ambulances and/or medical evacuations. Their services are endorsed by many large foreign
multinational corporations and international education providers.

POLLUTION
China, and in particular Beijing, has a bad reputation for air pollution and smog. Our trips take place at the height of the
Northern Hemisphere summer, and accordingly smog is rarely severe. Nonetheless, we constantly monitor conditions and
have contingencies in place to allow us to place the Program in lockdown if air pollution levels exceed the Air Quality Index
standards published by the Embassy of the United States of America in Beijing. This has not been necessary to date.
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TRANSPORT
Despite the hustle and bustle, Beijing and Shanghai are both particularly safe cities. The rule of law in China is strong, and one
of the major benefits of this is security. Most transport is undertaken via the subway systems, which are safe, clean and reliable.
Chartered buses are occasionally hired for group visits to sites such as The Great Wall. On the Host Family Day, students travel
with their hosts, usually by car.
School Council issues a list of approved airlines for overseas travel. While we are most conscious of keeping the cost of the
Program as low as possible, we will only use airlines with excellent safety records, and so travel to and from China in previous
years has been exclusively with Qantas and Cathay Pacific.

FOOD
Food can be a concern, especially for those students with food allergies and anaphylaxis. We understand the sense of nervousness
a family may have about a boy travelling with such a condition. Before making the decision to exclude your son on these
grounds, please know that many others with this condition have participated in previous years, and in so doing have learnt a
great deal about managing their food intake and travelling with the necessary level of self-protection. In the Boarding House
we have some level of control over the food that is served, however we are constantly vigilant.
Students with other medical conditions, such as Diabetes and Asthma, have also participated in the Program without issue.
Should you have concerns about your son(s), please speak to the Teachers-in-Charge of the China Experience Program, who
will be able to provide you with advice.
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COMMUNICATION AND BEHAVIOUR
Whilst on the ground in Beijing the boys are under constant supervision. They will be with their teachers most of the time, and
occasionally accompanied by their chaperones, but only ever in groups of three or four, and for limited time periods
At all times, the boys have access to a mobile phone operating on the local network, which contains the contact details of their
group leaders and all other travelling teachers. The boys are also able to contact the teachers during their time with their local
host families. Boys are not required to take their own mobile phones, however most do.
There is an expectation that each boy will be in regular contact with home during the trip, however they will find that internet
connectivity is not always available, and that their ability to access certain content (especially social media) is restricted by local
laws. Rest assured, you will have a contact number that you can use 24/7 should the need arise.
The group is registered with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and group leaders receive immediate
updates for the areas through which they are travelling.
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STUDENT TESTIMONIALS
DID YOU FIND THE CHINA EXPERIENCE WORTHWHILE?
•

‘The trip to Beijing was extremely worthwhile. I took a lot out of the trip. Things like the culture, how the city is run,
what it is like in the city and even what the people are like was really worthwhile. The trip was really interesting and
I enjoyed it a lot.’

•

‘I think that the China tour has been extremely worthwhile because not only has it given us an understanding of a
different culture, but it has also taught me independence because I had to get used to having no help from my parents
and living with other students.’

•

‘For me the China tour was very worthwhile, the overall experience and the things that I learnt were outstanding. The
tourist attractions that we visited were very interesting and I learnt many new things about them and China when I
visited each venue. Each venue would have had a different impact on different people but most of them had a positive
impact on myself and many of the other boys.’

•

‘I think the China tour to Beijing was very worthwhile. It was beneficial on so many levels: seeing lots of amazing
places and things; learning about another culture; spending quality time with friends, and having a lot of fun.’
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HOW DID YOU GET ON WITH THE STAFF, BOTH TRINITY AND OUR CHINESE HOSTS?
•

‘The relationships between students, staff and our Chinese hosts, made for an exceptional trip. Given we were in a
foreign country, there was no room for conflicts or disagreements and everyone had to work together to help provide
a successful outcome - this was achieved.’

•

‘All of the people in Beijing were really friendly and the staff at the Yuxin School were no different. They were really
nice and were always willing to help. The Trinity staff were also really good. They weren’t extremely uptight about
always doing work like I thought they would be. This definitely made the trip really enjoyable.’

•

‘Everyone on the trip was really nice and very easy to talk to, especially the teachers and our Chinese hosts.’

•

‘I got on very well with all of the staff members; I found that they were very approachable and easy to get along with.
I found the host family very hospitable and kind.’

•

‘The staff and Chinese hosts were excellent. I did not run into any problems with the staff and found them all kind.’

•

‘The staff and hosts were amazing. I was treated fairly and was able to talk to them without any issues. They were
friendly and relatable. They would also help out whenever a problem arose.’
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WHAT WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU LEARNT?
•

‘Witnessing China first-hand and experiencing everything that it had to offer; whether that be its culture, people,
traditions, furthering language skills or even being able to operate around a city such as Beijing.’

•

‘The biggest thing I have learnt is probably how to manage myself in a foreign country and that if you don’t panic,
things sort themselves out. For instance, I lost my personal phone for about four days. I didn’t get worked up and
thought through where it could be, and I eventually found it. If I allowed myself to get worried it would have greatly
affected the trip.’

•

‘I learned that for overseas travel you need to be very organised and be prepared for things to go wrong; delays and
changes of plans. Despite this, I discovered going overseas is well worth it, as you see amazing, unique, interesting
and inspiring things and have a lot of fun, as we did in China.’

•

‘Chinese history, beliefs and culture are completely different from the Western versions. Eastern beliefs and culture
are very spiritual and about virtue in all people and everything. They have different architecture and religious beliefs.
I found this very interesting given how much they have succeeded in both the ancient and modern world.’
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT ARE THE LEARNING OUTCOMES/CURRICULUM LINKS FOR THE CHINA PROGRAM?
The China Experience is designed to broaden your son’s perspective, and help him become a true global citizen. The Program
will open his eyes to future opportunities, and covers a range of topics not only relevant to China, but indeed the world.
WHY IS IT COMPULSORY? CAN I OPT OUT OR CHOOSE AN ALTERNATIVE?
The China Experience is part of the core program at Year 9. The delivery of the Pre-China curriculum and the groupings for
the Research Tasks are contingent on boys participating in the trip. While there are some students who opt out of the Program,
they generally do so only for reasons such as severe medical conditions. Before making the decision to exclude your child
from the Program, we strongly suggest that you meet with the Convenor of the Program to discuss your concerns. Alternative
programs can only be considered through consultation with the Deputy Headmaster and Head of Senior School.
HOW DOES THE HOST FAMILY DAY WORK?
On the Host Family Day, boys are picked up around 9.00am and return to the Boarding House accommodation after dinner,
which for most families is by 8.30pm Our students do not stay overnight with the local host families. Every year, this part of
the program proves to be one of the most profound experiences the boys have during the trip, and because most of the host
families have only one child, our boys are invariably very indulged during the time they spend together.
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CAN MY SON GO WITH HIS FRIEND ON THE HOMESTAY?
It is possible to request that your son attend the Host Family Day with a friend, however we encourage you to discuss this with
him. Whilst a level of apprehension about this part of the Program is understandable, the boys will get so much more out of
the experience if they do not spend the entire day in a friend’s shadow.
IS THERE ANY ASSESSMENT AS PART OF THE PROGRAM?
During the Pre-China rotations in Semester 1, the boys take a number number of multiple choice tests to monitor their
learning of key concepts and ideas in the different areas of focus. In addition, they receive a written report and a grade for their
presentation at the dinners. They also produce a reflection on their participation and learnings from the Program.
WHICH STAFF ACCOMPANY THE TRIP?
Each House travels with a current teacher (in most cases, their Form Teacher). In addition, each group is accompanied by
a dedicated Teacher-in-Charge. These are recently retired teachers with many years experience. In Beijing, we also employ a
local bilingual University student to act as a Guide with each House. Staff on tour are supported by the Heads of Year, the
Convenor, and Deputy Head of the Asian Experience. Staff back at school also have visas and are on standby should someone
become incapacitated.
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